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Q. Will grants be awarded year by year or for a 27-month period?
A. Grants will be awarded for a 27-month period.

Q. What is the total amount available, and approximately how many organizations will be
funded?

A. There is $1.2 million available for each year of the grant period.  This amount will fund
approximately eight projects.

Q. Is the HECB open to partnerships with community-based organizations and businesses?
A. Yes, that is very appropriate.

Q. Is the 8 percent indirect allowance included in the total grant amount or will it be added on
to the grant amount?

A. The 8 percent indirect allowance must be included in the total grant amount.

Q. What is the maximum amount that can be requested?
A. The average grant amount is expected to be $270,000.  An applicant could request more or less

funding.

Q. How does one know if a school is in a high-need school district?
A. A list of high-need school districts is included in the RFP, which is available on the HECB

Web site at www.hecb.wa.gov.

Q. Is it appropriate to develop a project that serves underprivileged gifted children, if the
school is not identified as a high-need school?

A. Yes, however, the school must partner with a high-need school district.

Q. What is the definition of a highly qualified teacher?
A. “Highly qualified” means that the teacher has met the following criteria:  (1) gained full

certification, and does not have licensure requirements waived on an emergency, temporary, or
provisional basis; (2) holds a minimum of a bachelor’s degree; and (3) has demonstrated
subject matter competency in each of the academic subjects in which he or she teaches.

Q. What is a HOUSSE evaluation?
A. States are responsible for developing a method by which current teachers can demonstrate

competency in each subject they teach on the basis of a “high objective uniform state standard
of evaluation” (HOUSSE). This standard must be one that, among other requirements, provides
objective, coherent information about the teacher’s attainment of core content knowledge in
the academic subjects in which a teacher teaches.  For more information on HOUSSE, visit the
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction Web site at www.k12.wa.us.

Q. Can teachers, without endorsements, who work with the gifted population be considered
highly qualified?

A. They may qualify through the HOUSSE evaluation.



Q. Is it appropriate to develop a project that works only with paraprofessionals?
A. Yes, the focus of a project can be professional development for paraprofessionals, but again

the content must be in reading and/or math.

Q. What is the reference to 10,000 children, and does it include home-schooled children?
A. It refers to a high-need school district that meets the poverty level criteria defined in No Child

Left Behind.  To qualify, a district must serve at least 10,000 children from families with
incomes below the poverty line.  Or at least 20 percent of the children served by the district
must come from families with incomes below the poverty line. The reference to 10,000
children does not include home-schooled children.

Q. The RFP says that 40 participants must be served through a summer institute.  Is there
flexibility concerning whether the same 40 individuals participate in the summer
institutes two years in a row, or can 20 be served one summer and another 20 be served
the second summer?

A. It can be either, but note the scientifically based research that talks about high-quality
professional development and the importance of ongoing instruction and practice.

Q. In addition to the hours spent in the summer institute, there is a requirement to provide
four days of follow-up for the participants.  How should that be structured?

A. The follow-up should include observation of all participants teaching and a critique of their
work and instructional practices.

Q. Is there a way a non-high-need school district can apply?
A. A non-high-need school district can apply if it partners with a high-need school district.

Q. Can the professional development activities include web-based training?
A. Yes, and it is encouraged.

Q. Is it appropriate for a community college to focus on professional development for
teachers, or must it focus on training for paraprofessionals?

A. It may be appropriate if the community college has an education department and it includes
faculty members from that department in its project planning and/or implementation.

Q. The costs associated with working with an outside evaluator are extensive.  Can those
costs be included in the budget for this grant period?

A. Yes.

Q. Are there expectations that the project will run throughout the year or only focus on the
summer institutes?

A. The main focus will be on the summer institutes and follow-up throughout the year.

Q. Can the grant money be used for things such as food, childcare, travel, and tuition?
A. Yes, within federal and state regulations, and the terms of the RFP.

Q. The Request for Proposals has a due date in April.  Does that mean there are only about
60 days to complete a proposal?

A. The RFP was distributed on December 12, 2003, and interested parties had from that date until
April 1, 2004, to complete their proposals.  For additional assistance in completing proposals,
applicants can contact Elaine Jones at the HECB: elainej@hecb.wa.gov or 360.753.7823.


